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Love at first sight…  Happens every night. 

 
 
Coming off a successful run at the 2010 Pan-African Film Festival where it picked up the 
festival’s prestigious ‘Audience Favorite’ Award, Speed-Dating follows the comedic journey 
of three bachelors who devise what they think is the ultimate scheme to get women and 
money, however, the race for happiness ends with some candidates. Picture stars an 
ensemble cast including, Wesley Jonathan (Crossover, Roll Bounce), Chico Benymon (Half & 
Half), Leonard Robinson (Wild ‘N Out), Vanessa Simmons (Run’s House, Daddy’s Girls) and 
multi-platinum rap artist Chingy, with Emmy Award-winner Chris Elliott (Something About 
Mary), Clint Howard (Austin Powers, Night At The Museum II) and Holly Robinson Peete. 
 
This high-energy romantic comedy follows three bachelors, speeding through life and 
scheming on women. When it comes to the opposite sex, it's about the "chase" and "finish 
line". Dog (Benymon) and Beaver (Robinson) spend their last dime on a nightclub, while Too 
Cool (Jonathan) devises the ultimate scheme to get women and money – Speed-Dating! 
Things go bad when an inspector denies the bachelors their liquor license, and a 
disgruntled ex-girlfriend  works to expose their master scheme. 

 



 

 

CAST & FILMMAKERS 
 

WESLEY JONATHAN • Too Cool 
Mr. Wesley Jonathan has been gracing the screens for well 

over 2 decades, starring in countless movies, television 

shows and commercials. The handsome young co-star of 

WB's top-rated sitcom, "What I Like About You" (Amanda 

Bynes & Jennie Garth), and star of the syndicated Teen NBC 

series "City Guys", made his debut at the tender age of 8 

appearing on the long running Fox series "21 Jump Street" 

alongside Johnny Depp. Since then, Jonathan has Guest 

starred/reoccurred in some of the most popular shows on television including  Emmy 

nominated hit series "Boston Public", "The Practice", "NYPD Blue", "Felicity", "Judging 

Amy", "Baywatch", "Promise Land", "News Radio", "The Parent Hood", "Smart Guy", 

"Moesha", “Boy Meets World",  "Sister Sister", & the List goes on. Mr. Jonathan has 

recently been casted in an Oliver Stone true life Vietnam film entitled "Pinkville" 

starring Bruce Willis, Wood Harris, Channing Tatum & many others. In addition, 

Wesley is in pre-production to start shooting "1100', an urban drama starring Mo 

(Gridiron Gang) and Arlen Escarpeta (We Are Marshall, American Dreams) written 

and Produced by "This Christmas", "Crossover", & Walking Dead" director Preston 

Whitmore. Wesley has also had a successful career in film. To date, his growing list of 

screen credits include his recent completions of "B-Girl", "National Lampoon's Bag 

Boy", "Beautiful Ordinary", "Cuttin Da Mustard" & "Divine Intervention" to add to his 

already successful films such as "Crossover", "Roll Bounce", "The United States of 

Leland", "Panther", and "Storm Watch". Moving seamlessly between comedic and 

dramatic roles on both television and film, Wesley has an impressive range of acting 

talent as well as being a gifted dancer and athlete. But his talent is not limited to being 

in front of the screens and in the direct spotlight. Wesley Jonathan has ventured into 
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the world of producing. His first of many ventures to come, was a successful Top X 

Calendar created to help raise money for The City of Hope Cancer Center. With 

several offers on the table and in creative state, Jonathan will slowly but surely move 

into producing shorts, films, television shows & commercials. Although Jonathan is an 

extremely busy and driven young man, he always manages to find time to give back 

to the community, especially to causes which benefit children. Among the many charity 

events Wesley has participated in: NSYNC's Annual Challenge For The Children 

(several consecutive years), Magic Johnson's Midsummer Night Magic Youth Mardi 

Gras, Glaser Pediatric Aids Foundation, Joe Torry's Celebrity Basketball Challenge, 

the National Urban League's Youth Summit, Team Kool Green and the 100 Black Men 

of Cleveland's computer literacy campaign and KTLA's Kids Day LA to name a few. 

Taking full advantage of his talents and abilities, Jonathan juggles between his busy 

work schedule and being charitable and he definitely understands that success is as 

much the result of hard work as it is of natural ability. A man of many talents, great 

personality, 20 years of amazing range in work and a charitable heart, This is 

Definitely more than a star on the rise; this is a Great man in the making. 

 

CHICO BENYMON • Dog 

Born and raised in Amityville, New York, Benymon has 

been singing in church and playing the piano since the age 

of five.  He went on to win awards for playing the piano in 

school and played organ for his home church in New York.  

At the age of 16, he went on to perform at the famous 

Apollo Theater where he won first place three times in a 

row. Once Benymon felt he wanted to try other avenues of 

entertainment, he moved to Los Angeles where within a 

week he got his start in Hollywood, landing a TV show.  At the time, he was also in an 

R&B group Tra-knox who was signed to Will Smith at the time.  He sang on the “Wild 

Wild West” movie soundtrack, Will Smith’s “Willenium” and his “Born to Reign.”  
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Chico broadened and jumped into acting in 2001 guest starring on two episodes of 

the hit comedy “Moesha” as Lamont.  Also in 2001 he had a small role in Will Smith’s 

movie Ali as the Hampton House announcer.  Chico got his big break in 2002 when 

he landed a starring role on the UPN sitcom Half & Half, which aired 2002-2006 and 

put Benymon on the acting map.  After the series ended, Benymon was featured in the 

TV movie “Life is Not a Fairy Tale: the Fantasia Barrino Story,” as Rodney Birk.  His 

acting career really kicked into high gear when he was featured in the sold out 2007 

musical/stage play “Men, Money and Goldiggers” which also starred actors Robin 

Givens, Miguel A. Nunez Jr. and R&B star Tank.  Benymon also has five upcoming 

movie projects. 

 



 

 

LEONARD ARMOND ROBINSON • Beaver 

Leonard Robinson is quickly becoming one of the 

entertainment industry’s most sought-after talents.  Whether 

he’s stealing scenes on TV or film, bringing his hilarious 

brand of stand-up comedy to clubs and colleges or 

performing long-form improv, Robinson is always a hit.  

Currently touring colleges across the country, Robinson’s 

growing popularity is clearly justified by his brilliant act.  

Robinson is known as a series regular on MTV’s hit comedy 

show “Nick Cannon Presents: Wild ‘N Out” and the critically acclaimed ESPN mini-

series “The Bronx is Burning.”  He has also made numerous appearances in 

commercials, television, and films along the years.  On “Wild ‘N Out,” Robinson was 

one of the few cast members to appear in every episode during the show’s 4 seasons.  

His work in “The Bronx is Burning” gained him praise from the critics and even cast 

members like John Turturro, Oliver Platt and Daniel Sunjata.  The New York Post has 

said “Leonard Robinson as Mickey Rivers, steals more scenes than bases.”  Originally 

from Connecticut, Robinson has appeared in theaters nationwide including the the 

Williamstown Theater Festival, New York Fringe Festival and the Studio Theater in 

Washington, DC.  He performs stand-up and long-form improv in theaters and clubs 

across the country.  He has studied and performed with The Groundlings and Improv 

Olympic in Los Angeles and Upright Citizens Brigade Theater in New York and Los 

Angeles. 

 

MEKITA FAIYE • Danielle / Producer 

Faiye is a proud Chicago native who holds three academic 

degrees in engineering including a B.S. from Illinois Institute 

of Technology, as well as a M.S. and Ph.D. from Georgia 

Institute of Technology. A Lucent Fellow and Motorola Fellow, 
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Faiye has accomplished over 20 publications in her field and received numerous 

awards for her accomplishments including the National Society of Black 

Engineers:Golden Torch Awards “Graduate Student of the Year”. In addition to 

dedicating countless hours in the lab towards finishing her thesis, Mekita was crowned 

Miss Bovanti/V-103 of Atlanta. During that time she also studied acting at the Alliance 

Theatre. Her decision to turn down a tenure-track position at a university propelled her 

move to Los Angeles. Her career thus far includes television (including work on 

GENERAL HOSPITAL), film (including the upcoming thriller-PARASOMNIA) and a 

series of commercials. Faiye recently finished producing the feature film MAID TO KILL 

and co-producing MY GIRLFRIEND’S BACK, starring Malik Yoba. Her prior producing 

efforts include the feature LOVE & OTHER 4 LETTER WORDS, which received a 

‘Juror's Choice Official Selection for Excellence in Producing, Screenwriting and 

Acting-Female Lead’ from The Brooklyn Arts Council's 41st International Film and 

Video Festival, and an 'Audience Choice Award' from Los Angeles' Dances With Film 

Festival. Faiye’s writing credits include co-authoring a book entitled “Unleash the 

Greatness Within You”. Faiye’s greatest pride, however, as a 3-time nationally 

awarded speaker, is impacting the lives of over 20,000 high school students within the 

last year. 

 

VANESSA SIMMONS • Elizabeth 

Angela and Vanessa Simmons are the stars of the hit MTV 

Realty Shows “Run’s House” and “Daddy’s Girls,” the 

daughters of legendary rap artist and pioneer Reverend Run 

of Run-DMC and the rising break-out stars of the first family 

of hip-hop, quickly establishing themselves as fashion 

powerhouses and entrepreneurs in their own right. Now in 

its 6th successful season, Run’s House is executive produced 

by P. Diddy and their uncle, hip hop impresario Russell 

Simmons, the Founder of Def Jam Records.  Currently in its 2nd season, Daddy's Girls 
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follows Vanessa and Angela as they officially leave the comforts of the family home in 

New Jersey to run their own business and live full-time in Los Angeles. The Simmons 

sisters are also the creators and designers of Pastry - a popular clothing, sneaker and 

accessory line that has been sweeping the nation as a must-have for stylish young 

women across the country.  The collection is available at Foot Locker stores 

nationwide and is slated to launch internationally throughout Europe.  Designed to be 

“Sweet Chic Unique,” the Pastry collection is a hip, modern line which reflects the 

unique style and personalities of Angela and Vanessa as fashion designers.  Pastry is 

part of the Run Athletics fashion brand from the Vida Group.  Vanessa Simmons: At 

25 as the eldest daughter, Vanessa is the trail-blazer for the next generation of her 

famous family who has made education a top priority.  The young entrepreneur 

graduated from St. John's University in December 2007 with a degree in 

Communications.  She has been a model for one of the world’s premier agencies, 

Ford Models.  She is an aspiring actress with a role on the popular soap opera “The 

Guiding Light” on CBS.  She was selected by popular vote as one of Maxim's "Hot 

100" in 2006.  In March 2007, she was featured in a national Verizon campaign. 

 

CHRIS ELLIOTT • Inspector Green 

Emmy Award winner Chris Elliot is a comedy actor best 

known for his role as “Woogie,” in the hit feature film 

“There’s Something About Mary.”  Also, on the literary 

front, Elliott penned “The Shroud of the Thwacker,” for 

Miramax/Weinstein Co books. His television performances 

also include appearances on NBC’s “The Tonight Show 

with Jay Leno,” “Later with Bob Costas,” “The Larry 

Sanders Show” and “Late Night with Daivd Letterman,” 

where he created a number of memorable characters.  From 1994-95, Elliot also 

appeared on NBC’s “Saturday Night Live.” The talented performer and writer 

received four Emmy Awards, and three additional Emmy Award nominations, for his 

Sanders Show” and “Late Night with Daivd Letterman,” 



 

 

writing an “Late Night with David Letterman.”  Elliot also penned the fictional 

autobiography “Daddy’s Boy: A Son’s Shocking Account of Life with a Famous 

Father,” which parodies his childhood as the son of Bob Elliot, the noted humorist and 

radio personality. For television, Elliot wrote, produced and starred in the specials 

“Action Family” and “FDR: A One-Man Show.”  He is currently writing and Executive 

Producing a pilot for FOX. In addition to television starring roles on: “3rd Watch” (in 

which he plays a serial killer), “The Naked Truth” and “Get a Life,” “Everybody loves 

Raymond” “According to Jim”; Elliot appeared on “Wings” and “The Equalizer.”  He 

also provided the voice for Dogbert on “Dilbert,” Triton, Son of Poseidon, on 

“Hercules,” Bob in “Osmosis Jones” and several recurring characters on “King of the 

Hill.” His additional feature-film credits include “I’ll Believe in You,” “Scary Movie 2& 

4,” “The Nutty Professor 2,” “Snow Day,” “Kingpin,” “CB4,” “The Sky is Falling” (in 

which he played Santa Claus), “Cabin Boy” and “The Abyss.” Elliot lives with his wife 

and two children in Connecticut and Los Angeles.  His birthday is May 31. 

 



 

 

HOLLY ROBINSON PEETE • Gayle  

Actress, author, activist and philanthropist, Holly Robinson 

Peete has been touched by the entertainment industry all of 

her life.  Her career as an actress dates back more than two 

decades and has led her to becoming a voice for her father, 

her son and her community. Her longevity and 

recognizability in the entertainment community has led 

Robinson Peete to a successful career as a spokesperson for 

some of the countries biggest brands.  In 2009, she will 

enter her second year as the face of Target’s Dream In Color campaign and is 

continuing her work as the multicultural spokesperson for Colgate toothpaste. 

Additionally, last year she and her children were featured as part of Skecher’s 

Nothing Compares to Family campaign highlighting her HollyRod Foundation. 

Robinson Peete recently wrapped a successful run as an on-air personality alongside 

her husband Rodney on their daily radio program “Meet the Peetes.”  Airing on the 

Oprah & Friends network on Sirius/XM Satellite Radio, “Meet the Peetes” captured 

the reality of two working parents raising their four children, balancing their careers 

and being activists and advocates on issues which affect their lives.  The Peetes were 

able to effectively balance issues, fun and family in a way only two people who have 

been married for 14 years can. An accomplished author, Robinson Peete won the 

2006 Quill Literacy Award with her first book Get Your Own Damn Beer, I’m 

Watching the Game: A Women’s Guide to Loving Pro Football (2005, Rodale). In 

Spring, 2010 she will release her second book, a children’s picture book about 

autism, co-authored by her 11 year old daughter Ryan Elizabeth Peete, entitled My 

Brother Charlie (Scholastic). Robinson Peete had her first experience in front of the 

camera, and one could argue her philanthropic start, at the age of four when she 

appeared on television opposite her father, Matthew Robinson who portrayed the 

original beloved character of “Gordon,” on the award-winning children’s program 

“Sesame Street.”  While she knew even at that young age her calling was to be an 

Actress, autho
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actress, Robinson Peete opted to lead a typical childhood rather than searching to be 

the next child star. However, upon finishing her college education, Robinson Peete’s 

heart led her back to entertainment. In 1986, she landed a starring role on the FOX 

television drama “21 Jump Street” opposite unknown cast members including Johnny 

Depp.  She has gone on to star in three additional successful television series including 

“Hangin’ With Mr. Cooper,” “For Your Love,” and “One on One.” Robinson Peete’s 

successful television career places her as one of only a handful of actresses to star in 

four shows in syndication.  In addition, she also recently starred in the original Lifetime 

movie “Matters of Life & Dating” for which she was nominated for an NAACP Image 

Award. Robinson Peete’s junior year abroad at France’s renowned Sorbonne 

University and performances in Paris nightclubs proved her an obvious choice to sing 

throughout her acting career.  Not only did she perform the theme songs for both “21 

Jump Street” and “Hangin’ With Mr. Cooper,” she also did her own signing as Diana 

Ross in the miniseries “The Jacksons: An American Dream.” Robinson Peete says 

fondly that singing is her “first love and passion.” Her successful career and longevity 

in the entertainment industry continues to keep Robinson Peete in the limelight and she 

has been able to give voice as an activist and advocate through the HollyRod 

Foundation.  Formed in 1996 with the mission to help improve the quality of life of 

people plagued with devastating life circumstances, the foundation was given life 

through her father’s sad but inspiring battle with Parkinson’s Disease.  In 2005, 

inspired by her son, hollyrod4kids was formed to focus on children’s causes and 

improving the lives of children affected by circumstances beyond their control.  

Through hollyrod4kids and her family’s personal experiences, Robinson Peete has 

become an advocate for consistent and reliable education, outreach and support on 

autism.  Her activism is respected around the world and she has appeared on such 

programs as “The Oprah Winfrey Show,” “Larry King Live,” “CNN,” “Access 

Hollywood” and many other news, political, informational and entertainment shows. 

In addition to her philanthropic work through her own foundation, Robinson Peete has 

become involved in other organizations as well.  As of this year, she will serve as a 



 

 

member of the board to two highly reputable foundations, Autism Speaks, a national 

organization to promote autism awareness and raise funds for the fight against the 

disease, and the Los Angeles Zoo. Robinson Peete’s philanthropic efforts have earned 

her numerous awards and honors including: The 1999 Woman of Conscience Awards, 

American Mentor Award, The Buddy Award presented by NOW Legal Defense & 

Education Fund, The Southern California Broadcasters’ Assoc Community Service 

Award, 2004 Gerald R. Ford People Helping People Award, The 2004 March of 

Dimes Healthy Babies, Healthy Futures Award, 2004 USC Woman of Distinction 

Award, Anheuser Busch John E. Jacob Community Service Award, The Huntington 

Disease Society Distinguished Achievement Award, The 2004 and 2005 Girls Inc 

Mentor Award, and The 2006 A Place Called Home Humanitarian Award. Born in 

Philadelphia and raised in Los Angeles from the age of nine, Robinson Peete was 

voted “most talented” in junior high school alongside fellow classmate and future 

actor Rob Lowe.  She did her undergraduate studies at the prestigious Sarah 

Lawrence College where she majored in Psychology and French.  She spent her junior 

year studying abroad at Sorbonne University in France, where she held a memorable 

performance with Jazz legend Lionel Hampton at the Hotel Meridian Jazz Club. 

Robinson Peete and husband of 14 years former NFL great Rodney Peete are the 

proud parents of four children.  They currently reside in Los Angeles. 

 

CLINT HOWARD • Dom 

In a career that has spanned over forty-five years, Clint 

Howard's impressive list of credits include over one hundred 

films, five series and scores of television appearances. Clint 

recently was seen in the Oscar nominated 

film, "Frost/Nixon" and is soon to be seen in the second 

installment of 20th Century Fox's "Night At The Museum: 

Battle of the Smithsonian" along side an all-star cast. Rob 

Zombie's "Halloween" and MGM's "Music Within", both 

films, five series and scores of television appearances. Clin

film,

Zombie's



 

 

released in '07 featured Clint in his usual character mode.  Other film projects include 

"Cinderella Man", "How To Eat Fried Worms", and "Fun With Dick And Jane". In 

the world of television, Clint has made stops on "My Name Is Earl" and "Arrested 

Development".  He most recently did guest appearances on NBC's HEROES and the 

new FOX sci-fi hit FRINGE. His early career began in 1961, cast as Leon in five 

episodes of "The Andy Griffith Show". Other early highlights include a 1966 

appearance in "Star Trek" and the 1967/68 CBS Series "Gentle Ben". As an adult, 

Howard's career continued in a variety of interesting roles. The wheeler/dealer 

Eaglebauer in the cult classic, "Rock And Roll High School" and the demon possessed 

cadet in the 1981 horror film "Evilspeak" are examples of his versatility. In 1998, Clint 

was honored at the annual MTV Movie Awards where he was given the Lifetime 

Achievement Award for his work in the industry. Clint is Married to his beautiful bride 

of twelve years, Melanie and considers himself an avid golfer, carrying a ten 

handicap. He resides in Los Angeles. 

 



 

 

CHINGY • Kenneth 

The 2003 summer single "Right Thurr" put Chingy on the 

musical map as a good-time rapper who specialized in 

catchy, club-friendly beats. Born Howard Bailey, Jr., on 

March 9, 1980, in St. Louis, MO, Chingy was signed by 

Atlanta rapper Ludacris, whose Disturbing the Peace label 

released "Right Thurr" as the lead single to Jackpot (2003). 

"Right Thurr" became a quick hit, getting a lot of airplay and breaking into the Top 

Five of Billboard's Hot 100. Chingy's debut album went on to sell two million copies. 

Chingy's star status was sealed when "Right Thurr" was included on the soundtrack of 

the video game NBA Live 2004.  Jackpot spawned two additional Top Five hits, 

"Holidae In" and "One Call Away”.  Powerballin' (2004), Chingy's second album, 

was released by Capitol.  Hoodstar (2006) was led by the Top Ten hit "Pullin' Me 

Back".   Chingy’s film credits include Scary Movie 4 (2006), The System Within 

(2006), and Crack Heads (2007). 

 

KELLY PERINE • Dee Jay & Deacon McFarland  

A native of State College, Pennsylvania, Kelly Perine has 

been in and around theatre ever since he was little.  His 

father, a staple in the local community theatres, had Kelly 

watching performances since birth and up on stage by the 

age of 5.  Kelly's love of acting kept him active throughout 

his upbringing, doing numerous plays in community theatres 

around Pennsylvania.  His high-school days were spent at 

Lake Forest Academy on the north shore of Chicago.  While in high-school Kelly was 

not only active in school productions, but he got his first taste of the big time while 

doing extra work for numerous productions shot in the windy city.   After moving to 

California to attend Pomona College for a B.A. in Film Studies, Kelly decided to 

continue his education and received an M.F.A. in Acting from the University of 
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California: Irvine.  Since graduating, Kelly has remained active in film and Television. 

You may recognize him from his appearances on: The Drew Carey Show, E.R., 

Seinfeld, The Practice, Living Single, Hangin' with Mr. Cooper, Mad About You, The 

Parent 'Hood, Malcolm & Eddie, Providence, For Your Love.  He has also been 

featured in national ad campaigns for: Jimmy Dean Sausages, H & R Block, Callaway 

Golf Balls, A.T.&T., Foot Locker, Kelly Tires, Bud Ice, Coors Light, Motel 6, Wendy's, 

Toyota, Wausau Insurance, Pizza Hut.  Kelly has also been a series regular on 

U.P.N.'s: Between Brothers where he played weatherman Dusty Canyon, and recently 

Under One Roof where he starred opposite Flavor Flav.  He also spent four seasons 

as a regular on U.P.N.'s hit comedy One On One playing the outrageous Duane 

Odell Knox.  Kelly has recently finished working on the movie, Convincing Clooney, 

and has written a feature dramatic screenplay set in Miami which is set to shoot 

sometime in '10. 

 

NICK CHINLUND • Finch 

Nick Chinlund was born and raised in New York City. He 

left the city to play basketball at Brown University, but his 

hoops career was cut short when he suffered an injury 

during his freshman year. He stayed at Brown and took up 

acting classes, and realized it was his true calling. He 

graduated from Brown and moved to Los Angeles to pursue 

his film career. He worked in the theater and performed in 

many acclaimed plays. He worked at the Williamstown Theater Festival from 1988 to 

1989. He started his film career in Lethal Weapon 3 and Eraser and has appeared on 

The X-Files and NYPD Blue. Nick has also appeared in films such as Tears of the Sun, 

The Chronicles of Riddick, Training Day and The Legend of Zorro. Nick can be seen in 

the upcoming films New Hope Manor and Five Star Day. Nick lives in New York and 

Los Angeles. 

 



 

 

MARK CHRISTOPHER LAWRENCE • Dr. Petesmith 

Mark Christopher Lawrence is one of Hollywood’s most 

sought-after character actors.  In addition to displaying a 

variety of theatrical skills, this diverse actor also excels as a 

producer, a vocalist, a comedian and a literary scholar.  Best 

known for his role of Mix Master Tone Def, in the cult classic 

“Fear of a Black Hat,” Lawrence utilized his creative talents 

as a character actor and besieged audiences in this comical 

spoof based on “This is Spinal Tap,” about a Gangsta Rap 

group named N.W.H.  Most recently, Lawrence’s talents can be seen in “The Pursuit 

of Happyness,” alongside Will Smith.  As a native of Compton, California, Mark 

Christopher Lawrence and his two siblings were raised in a neighborhood submerged 

in incessant crime and corruption.  In spite of this, his single mother grounded him with 

a strong sense of values and self worth, resulting in a young Lawrence evading violent 

street life and discovering other ways to entertain himself with an innate talent of 

imitating and mimicking neighborhood companions, coupled with an astonishing 

ability to adopt mannerisms and characters.  Routed in these performance skills, 

Lawrence was able to remain on the correct path and away from crime, ultimately 

securing a full scholarship to the University of Southern California.  While studying at 

USC, Lawrence sharpened his craft by working professionally with the critically 

acclaimed Los Angeles Theater Center.  Eventually, a Hollywood talent agent noticed 

his skill, and Lawrence landed his first job in television, a role on “Hill Street Blues.”  

Upon graduating, Lawrence won an NAACP award for his role in Glass House (Ken 

Davis) and gained attention of film director, James Cameron, who had cast him as the 

insane asylum Burly Attendant in the action-thriller Terminator II.  Impressed by his 

comedic abilities, Cameron extended Lawrence’s two days of work into several weeks 

of production; hence, the beginning of Lawrence’s flourishing career.  This constant 

entertainer has depicted a variety of comedic and dramatic characters in feature films 

such as “The Pursuit Of Happyness,” “The Island,” “Christmas With The Kranks,” 

variety of theatrical skills, this diverse actor also excels as a 



 

 

“Garfield,” “K-PAX” and “Tales from the Hood,” along with notable television 

appearances on “Weeds,” “My Name Is Earl,” “Reba” and “Seinfeld” to name a 

few.  Lawrence’s resume continues as an entrepreneur (Co-founder of the Black 

Theater Artist’s Workshop) and businessman (founder/owner of Prayer Dudz a 

production company).  Though he is known for his clever characters, Lawrence’s true 

talent is his genuine ability to make others laugh and his indisputable love for people 

and their well-being.  Additionally, he enjoys stimulating awareness for social, political 

and economical situations through comedy. 

 

 

 



 

 

JOSEPH A. ELMORE, JR. • Writer / Director 

Joseph A. Elmore Jr. was born and raised in Buffalo, New York, USA. A graduate of 

Canisius College in Buffalo, New York, Elmore began his writing career in the music 

business as a producer and director of music videos. That path soon led him to 

screenwriting, and one of his first feature film scripts, Waters Rising, was released on 

DVD in April, 2007. 

MEKITA FAIYE   PRODUCER  

(SEE ABOVE)  

LA MONDE BYRD • Producer 

La Monde received a BA from Central State University where he studied Spanish and 

Water Resource Management. During this time he traveled abroad to study at Centro 

Mexicano Internacional, in Morelia, Mexico and was an R.O.T.C. candidate. As an 

undergraduate, La Monde became involved with the university and local community 

theater. After graduating, he pursued acting in Los Angeles, appearing on television 

shows such as BOSTON PUBLIC (Fox), THE SHIELD (FX) and SUPERNATURAL (CW). 

In 2006 he produced the short film “PRIVACY POLICY” and currently recurs on the 

three-time Golden Globe and six-time Emmy award winning television show, MAD 

MEN. La Monde Byrd is currently finishing his MFA (producing) at the American Film 

Institute and is developing several film and television projects as a producer, writer 

and director. 

 

DAVID DANIEL • Director of Photography 

David Daniel is a veteran cinematographer who splits his year between Los Angeles 

and New York City.  Mr. Daniel was the Director of Photography on several features, 

among them; comedies Speed Dating, My Girlfriend’s Back and Death of a Dynasty, 

the cult horror classic Leprechaun in the Hood, Again, the Roc-a-fella crime drama 

State Property, GM Chan’s Not A Day Goes By, and the Wu-Tang directed Bobby 

Digital.  Mr. Daniel has done featured second unit work for the Lions Gate action film 



 

 

The Punisher: War Zone, the Universal Studios comedy Beethoven, Jet Lee and Jason 

Statham’s War, Terrence Howard’s Pride and Usher’s In The Mix and additional 

scenes for Mary Harron’s American Psycho.  Over the past few years Mr. Daniel has 

shot 3 seasons of the Monday Night Football show openers with guest stars Arnold 

Schwartzenegger, James Woods, Samuel Jackson, Kiefer Sutherland, Dwayne 

Johnson, as well as dozens of other stars.  He photographed the opening for Sunday 

Night Football featuring Pink and Thursday Night Football’s opening with Faith Hill.  

Last season his NFL Network openers were nominated for an Emmy.  Mr. Daniel has a 

long list of commercial clients including Bloomingdale’s, Macy’s, Walmart, Nokia, with 

fashion pieces for Burberry, BCBG, Elizabeth Arden, Gerry Sports wear, Barney’s 

New York, and Berger Christenson.  Over the years Mr. Daniel has photographed 

over five hundred music videos for artists as diverse as Mariah Carey, Tupac Shakur, 

Nine-Inch Nails, LL cool J and Ice Cube.  As a camera operator he has photographed 

4 features for Rob Zombie including the Halloween series.  Throughout the decade 

Mr. Daniel has photographed a series of films for the artist Sarah Morris.  These films 

have had exhibition all over the world in prestigious film festivals including the 

Academy Awards. 

 

TERRY WALTERS • Editor 

Terry Walters received his M.F.A. at the American Film Institute in Hollywood, 

California and was a recipient of the prestigious Tom Yoda Scholarship.  He received 

his undergraduate degree in Broadcast and Film from Georgia State University in 

Atlanta, Georgia. Terry became involved in the entertainment industry at a young age 

creating short videos of him and friends.  From that point on, he began editing, 

directing, and acting in commercials and television shows.  He even had a few 

directorial lessons from Carroll O'Connor on the set of In the Heat of the Night.  He 

grew five years with an ESPN subsidiary, W.P. Productions, and three of those years 

acted as Sr. Editor and Director while on the road line producing, directing, and 

shooting.  His work has been in many festivals, was honored with a cameo on the 



 

 

Outdoor Life Network and he has even received a Cowboy Award, Best Editor, for his 

work from the Jackson Hole Film Festival. 



 

 

 

PROJECT HISTORY 
 

Our team decided we had to be extremely smart about the movie that we were going 

to make. Therefore, we decided to go with something that had a universal concept, 

one that a broad audience could identify with.  After deliberating, our film choice was 

obvious.  We also were very strategic about casting. We wanted young, hot, fresh, 

burgeoning, new talent that young consumers would be excited about and flock to the 

theaters in droves to see. We wanted to really concentrate on funny characters, and 

pretty women couldn’t hurt.  We set out to create a timeless piece, one that in ten 

years people would look at and make reference to the talent launched from the 

project like Friday that was responsible for launching Chris Tucker or In Living Color, 

which launched careers of talents such as Jim Carrey and Jamie Foxx. It was also 

extremely important to surround them with well-respected veterans such as Chris 

Elliott, Holly Robinson Peete and Clint Howard.  

 

We knew marketing was the key to the success of this film and any film.  With the 

support of marketing guru John Blas (NCS Creative, Inc.) and our publicist Stacy Hess, 

we set out to capitalize on an innovative grassroots approach to viral campaigning 

and Internet marketing in general, which includes a unique and consistent look for the 

movie’s graphics, commercial teasers and even music (Short Shorts) that was created 

on set by cast member, Leonard Robinson.   

 

There were challenges, obstacles, and disappointments along the way that come with 

the territory of filmmaking at its best. However, the way this film came together was 

nothing short of God’s Favor.   

 

It is with our sincerest pleasure and honor to introduce to you SPEED-DATING, where 

Love at First Sight... Happens Every Night! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EIZZIL ENTERTAINMENT in association with ROCKSTONE RELEASING   

p r e s e n t s 

 

 

CAST 

Too Cool WESLEY JONATHAN 
Dog CHICO BENYMON 

Beaver LEONARD ROBINSON 
Danielle MEKITA FAIYE 

Elizabeth VANESSA SIMMONS 
 Finch NICK CHINLUND 
Gayle HOLLY ROBINSON PEETE 

Frenchita MARY ALEXANDRA STIEFVATER 
Aunt B ROXANNE REESE 

Kenneth HOWARD (CHINGY) BAILEY 
Dr. Petesmith MARK CHRISTOPHER LAWRENCE 

Dee Jay & Deacon McFarland KELLY PERINE 
Kiki CAMILLE MANA 

Dom CLINT HOWARD 
Inspector Green CHRIS ELLIOTT 

Lester REIGN MORTON 
Sage KAREN YELVERTON 

Grimly JERMAINE JACKSON 
Geraldine NATALIA GUSLISTAYA 

Pastor Dean TONY ROBERTS 
Christine ESTHER BAXTER 



 

 

Butch DION B. VINES 
Sensation CRYSTAL MAYWALD 

Hilary CAMERON GOODMAN 
Emily GAVIN TUREK 

Bartender TYREESE BURNETT 
Kham DANNY WOOTEN 

Brenda DONIELLE ARTESE 
Sister Charlene LISA SMITH 

Bid D DOUG WILLIAMS 
   Brian RON G. 

Bouncer #1 KENNY (KB) BOWE 
Bouncer #2 KENNY ARIZA 

Jasmine NATASHA YI 
Stephanie GIULINI WEVER 

Berlinda KELYA MCNEELY 
Little Too Cool JEREMIAH SMITH 

Feast ELISHA SMITH 
Love MORIAH SMITH 

Party Guest LAZARUS WINDHAM 
  

Stunt Pilot KARL FLORINE 
Stunt Performer  BRET CULPEPPER 

Stunt Double ALAN DAVIS 

 
Choreography MARYAM TOUSSAINT KHALLAAYOUN 

WESLEY JONATHAN 

Art Director GLADYS RODRIGUEZ 
Set Builder VINCENT ALBO 
Set Dresser ROBERT HILL 

  JEFFREY GIVENS 
Art PA MEGAN GABEL 

  
Script Supervisor RUSSELL M. LEA 

  
First Assistant Camera MIKE HAMER 

Second Assistant Camera NICHOLAS “VOLK” ALLEN 
NIKKI GRAY 
JOSEPH WILLIAMS 

Digital Workflow Tech SHARINA RADIA 
 JOE GHANG 
  

Still Photographer LUKE WOODEN 



 

 

ARTHUR BUTLER 

Sound Mixer  UMBE ADAN 
Boom Operator MATTHEW MCGOWIN 

  
Gaffer JOSE AGUIRRE 

Best Boy Electric BILL PARRIS 
 DEREK  J. VASS 

   
Key Grip JOE TURRENTINE 

Best Boy Grip WILLIAM B. DEMERITT, III 
CHAD PELSANG 

Grip KEVIN LONDON 

 
Wardrobe Supervisor NATASHA M. DYER 

   
Key Make Up   YOLANDE DENISE 

Assistant Make Up  LATRICE JOHNSON 
Make Up 

 

PATRICIA HARRIS 
GRACE PHILLIPS 

Key Hair TERRELL SIMON 
Assistant Hair JOSHUA ALLEN BROWN 

  
Second Second Assistant Director SARAH E. JORGENSEN 

Assistant to Mr. Byrd Sam Ventura 
  

Location Manager MADELINE RANDOLPH 
  

Extras Casting CHRIS GRAY 
  

Additional Score RENO KEYTAR 
  

Sound Designer MARCUS BLANCHARD 
Sound Re-Recording Mixer MARCUS BLANCHARD 

Supervising Sound Editor MARCUS BLANCHARD 
Sound Editor JARED NEAL 

Foley Recordist KLINT MARCO 
Foley Artist ALEX ULRICH 

ADR Recordist KLINT MARCO 
  

Mixed at Sound Rage Audio Post in Hollywood 
Ca. 



 

 

 www.soundrageaudio.com 
  

Walla Group 
Roxanne Jackson 

Sha-hid Ealy 
Andre Romaine 

Jake Rohn 
D.D. Rainbow 

  
Music Supervisor DAVID LEONARD 

Music Coordinators DERRIK CAROLINA 
 ARTHUR BUTLER 
 LISA WASIAK 
  

Production Coordinator ALAN DAVIS 
  

Key Set Production Assistant ALFRED WILSON 
 

Production Assistants MARQUIS C. WATKINS 
 NATALIE BAYAN 
 BRADEN SPOTTS 
 BINH C. THAN 
 DERRICK MYHAND 
  

Transportation Captain BRIAN WASIAK 
  

Assistant Editor ELIZABETH COOK 
Assistant Editor JASON SCHWAB 

  
Wed Designer ROBERT ELIAS 

MALCOLM BENSON 

Caterer EATPHORIA 
 INDEPENDENT KITCHEN FIESTA 
 KB CUISINES 
  

Second Unit Photographer DANIEL HERMAN 
Second Unit Gaffer JEFF FRY 

Second Unit Key Grip JEAN-PIERRE MARANGOKIS 
Second Unit Key Make Up PATRICIA HARRIS 

Second Unit Production Design GLADYS RODRIGUEZ 
Second Unit Sound “MR. WOODY” STUBBLEFIELD 

Second Unit 1st A.D. STEPHENIE GALVAN 
  



 

 

Production Services by NPI PRODUCTION SERVICES INC 
  

Lighting and Grip Equipment Provided by LA GRIP AND ELECTRIC 
 WOODEN NICKEL LIGHTING AND 

CAMERA 
  

Camera Equipment Provided by WINTECH VIDEO 
  

Wardrobe  Provided by 
HEATHER WITBECK AND A-LINE MEDIA HABITUAL JEANS 

BILLIONAIRE MAFIA VELVET ANGELS 
YOGA ARMY IMASU BY KELLY NISHIMOTO 
SEYCHELLES BERYLL 
REDLINE99 DYER DEZIGNS 

M THE MOVEMENT UNSPOKN 
BRAND JORDAN AMBIR DUDLEY 

  
Video Post Production Services Provided 

by 
AVENUE DIGITAL  

  
Color Timing JOHN STERNEMAN 

  
Camera Dolly Provided by WOODEN NICKEL LIGHTING AND 

CAMERA 
  

Transportation by GRACES LIMOUSINE SERVICES 
PENSKE TRUCK RENTAL 

Props courtesy of  UNIVERSAL STUDIOS PROPERTY 
DEPARTMENT 

Corporate Participation by 
HAWAIIAN SPRINGS WATER THE COFFEE BEANERY 

PLANTRONICS SYNDER’S OF HANOVER 
BAWLS LIFE GEAR 

XBOX HALO-3 
BROWN-FORMAN FIJI WATER 

FUZE BEVERAGE KELLOGG’S 
BLING H20 MASCARADE LIQUEUR 

NOZ   
  

Media Sponsor MANIFEST ENTERTAINMENT 
 KIMI ROCHELLE ENTERTAINMENT 
  



 

 

Product Placement Agencies FEATURE THIS! 
 NORM MARSHALL AND ASSOCIATES 
 CREATIVE ENTERTAINMENT SERVICES 
 MATSUMOTO & CLAPPERTON 

ADVERTISING 
 BNC 
  

Production Supplies and Equipment 
Courtesy of 

 
LINE 204 

  
Walkie Talkies Courtesy of NIGHTHAWK COMMUNICATIONS 

  
Audio Post Facility SOUND RAGE AUDIO 

  
Title Design by NCS CREATIVE INC. 

  
Graphic Designer ALAN DAVIS 
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